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The Zigg Zag Pathv

Iaonv M. Embersow

IUwstrated by the author




Dramatiy Personae

Fasbar - the Great Ruler
Ruopa - aw important statesmaw
Iodw - hiy dawghter
Ura - TIoda's yowngest sister
Bruntal - o shepherd
Amuwra - Bruntal'sy wife
Ve-me - o Heralot
Merot - o lawyer
Zat - o circws performer
Aubero - Zat'y wife
Mwra - Awbero’s mother
Sev - sow of Zat and Aubero
Peswri - Sev’'y twiw sister
Emiy - sow of Merot and Iodw
Besiro - Emis’sy twiw sister
Dedo - a nwoblemaw
Aco - a gardewner
tlw - o servant girl
Fo-lo - o fisherman

Godsy and Goddesses

Farshvar - God of War
Zilwar - God of Revenge
Vilaw - Goddessy of Jwstice

Cuwraw - Goddesy of Love
Deilo- - Goddess of Comforting

Heavenly Bodies
Vaw-ra-mar - the central star
Un-ra - o moow
Leb-I-taw - o mmoownw
Riw - a moow

Places

Zac-w-lot - the capital city
Opaxar - the great lake



The scene : a plaonet somewhere ivw the wniverse, circling rouwnd
the great star Vaw-ra-mar - o planet ow which life has
developed muwchv as it iy here.

Scene One : edge of high moorlbaond - below s o greenw valley
with a lake and o manwsiow - leading doww to- the valley s o

yig yag path.

Scene one

Iodw stood
at the head
of the zig zag path,
looked wp
at where her oww great star Voaw-ro-mwar
still hung iw the cooling sky,
looked doww
at the deep greerw valley
- the mawsiow
home of her father Ruwopa
and all iy family
- the lake
- the woodland
- her little world
- the only world she knew.

She tosysed her aubuwrw curls,
stretched her tall slim figure,
placed a slim young hand
agaiwst her pale wide forehead
and looked around.

AW things seemed beautiful -
today
ay ow those mawy yesterdoys.
The walk ow the Wills
had pleased her,
the prospect of home
was comforting,
this davy
like many days before
way part of anw wnquestioning contentedness
which she had kwoww frow birth.

Yet so-mehow
she knew not why
a melancholy came wpow her mind,
apprehensiorns - presentiments -
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c R ,, _ - fragmenty of darkness vanished from the sky.
3 Yet scawvce had she thought this thought -

3
;
. -
e _:' - A
: -l
i -
X
= -
-
- - i
-— T
__.ll
;. i
s

it almost seemed
a thing quite tangible -
fragmenty of darkness
falling from above.

But no-
thiy way ilwsion,
the sky was colmy
h@rwcrrl/d/wa/ybkaawwwytbw
to- fear
how WWWMW& ?

She walked ow doww the zig zag pathv

entered the wood
and beyond that
(near to the walling
of the gawrdenw'sy boundary)
came to- & minor lake
now Uit by the warm glow of evening.
The sand around ity shore
st warwv fromwv the heat of davy,
the spot secluded,
the mood serene.
Ioda took off her clothes
waded through shallowsy -

as seldow she had felt before
- all melancholy lifted

thaw she noticed a bird
perched ow a tree,
between herself
and the great setting stor.
The tree itself way bare
leafless and dead -

o so strange swrrounded by the leawves of Swmvmer;

and the bivd
- what was the bird ? -
a creature she had never seew before
- large - dark -
with crooked beak,
and curiowy evil eye,
strong talons,
black and glossy wings.

Iodw swamwm ashove
dried herself quickly
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 for already ~i.
. got dressed R
went o her way ; 8 '\\
now only wanting home, W
. mother - father .
brothers - sistery o
to-d/(/ypwl/'ke/rﬂmwtwatimgxmnod/x r*} i

- -*.-::4' SMWto-wypot . 1 oh -
g o er@t‘h@paﬁvdA/pped/dow T - AT
Mvd/tMtrwyﬂvm)Fwd/ ;
Beyond she could see
- T the mawnsiow just below
( yes - they were richv
L powerful - well-knoww )
M"’lwr presentiments seemed all fulfilled,
s she sow her youngest sister Ura
’ oowvm,g/tmuwrd/ykwweopuwg/

o w»tjgu rav ycource i hearing.
2 - “the' iy it ? -
why those soldiers ?”

4 “ﬂw/y hawve taken away
E - takew away.....”

“Takew what aoway ? -
- answer me.”

3 e "Owrfaﬁwr . F e
— "*t' a e)fwk@wmuayawrfwthe/r




Aniixhe/re/twrvw/d/to-
‘T!Ji ’#'- went out
T ond that was all”

or aw evil God
had passed that way.
Brothers and sistersy
, mothwwnd(mvwntytoo : -
ywm@d/m\gzwwhmwnbohqufeam g

oid i
:;W k;//d\:wty:ytv wttwrom@é 3
» e S e " -

© but rushed, off dﬁw‘% %vefﬁ'

cling - if thewere quick.
. all might be saved.
~ Shetwned at o .
- and there they were
- the soldiers







“Father - father
- where are they taking yow ?”
Above the crunch
of booty ow gravel
. they heard her voice,
and her father turned
looked at her
- nothing spokew
oy a look whichv seemed to- sy :
“I will come to- yow
or yow to- me -
hoawve no- fear
- yes - it will come to- pass’”.
And after that
they hustled him onto o wagow
and went awavy.
Ioda way left
standing ow that greenw mound
scarnvwing the distance.

*

That night
before retiring
Iodw stood at her window
watched Unw-ra, Leb-i-tar and Rivwv
( the three sad moons )
climb- slowly up the sky,
and the dark bats
iy round the stables.
A long time she stood there.

" M mwr invgy

i
L

wg/axm/ytﬂw/wlmawofh@r m/wvd/
“They have taken himv away
- they hawve takenw hivv awavy™.
‘Eventually she prayed
though to which of the Gods or Goddessey
" b scarce seemed clear;
L way rather

a3 to.thatmwwéﬁm’/whu soul

which linked her to-the hills,
the star-wormed lake,
thercivcling batsy,
. the rising moons;
nor did she pray inw words -
- none passed her lips
: none sounded in her mind,
it was rather o reaching out
fromw grief
her grief
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to- what wwg%tlaxo bexyov@

T'hmvfunally worwowt
I-'J Iodw just lay down;
- she did not think to- sleep
and held her inv o trance
of suffering.
At midnight
she looked up, ,
o e
ﬂwbovng/had/wwwmﬂv
bvk»e/ﬁue/gxr@wt‘yta/rVa‘yv rov-mowr
o beauty |
kindred to- the three fair moons. |
WMut“mee/?--
Wa/yutfrym/wle/? -
it had v grace -
whdvg«wWMnottoudv
J£tya/rm/yytre/toh@d/o-ut
and at this
wbﬂqwn/d/muytwvg«paﬂww
: sinmouy ay v snoke
wownd doww to- where ITodw lay:
M&WW
_horror and beauty mingled; e |
o she saw grey cities _ 3
... wherepeople roamed 3 o
F o _l/{/kw,pwm’/owtrédww ants; LTI Sy
" she saw cool meadows 5 Sy
HOW&Vy, and the heads of corn. B '
“And somehow it seemed
the visiow spoke
of w journey
she must undertake. !
o110 1 Lodw stretched her hands
» iRy i towardy that distant figure: :
“Yes
B 2 ¥ I will go - I will'go”;
iy en Y and she rose from her bed
g :f;'l"-:f: and tottered forwards.
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i Todw e
scorce not’wad/ﬂwy ing,
lrutorepttoﬂtbmvwﬁf ;

ﬁ%ytowhdzk@y ;

pudwd/mvthed,oor ﬁr
- ond she way out,
home withv all ity comforts

'.1.#"

She crossed the g«azrdze/wy




She passed from the gardens
walked towards the hills + 3 _
"94-3' S0 ﬂvroug%vgrwwug«mwt .!"\ :
= 4 *afl:wwtbered/ytaq _ e ‘.1
ing towamd/ykg' b -
= Mud/p:tther y Mowndx;&e/pﬁa/nwkx
¥ ufutu‘)ezre/hwr lover,

to say fwewebbt&BrWaL‘ o
. her only lover. —“"h,
She approached, hiy hut

~and swndry dogs raw out
y - frantically barking,
Brwwtal/ytood/fwrﬂ\w__



N Both of an age
wf &5 World had gone round Vaw-ra-mor sevew times
S since they were borw;
- childhood companionsy
y despite all gapy
of social status,
no- barriers seemed to lie betweew :
he way the only he Loda wanted,
ond she the only she of hiy desire,
and all around,
strangely accepted their attachment.

N Embraces first - thew talk
4 - long endless talk,
. B whilst the wakeful sheep
bleated against the mist.
Jis " Iw o great rush Ioda blurted out
: -r'_f.J;-* the eventy of yesterday:
.'-‘r ot her coming howe
£ t‘ .'- - the presentimenty - the arrest
H - the mystery of it all.
What was aguinst hinv ? -
had he done something wrong ?
gy ( But iww Ioda/y eyes
P Father could do- no- evik)
/ “Yet I must sef ouf.
» A visionw caome to- me last night,
'55‘ said, as cleowr as words,
: ' there was av jouwrney I muwst wndertake.
5 o How long ?- how far 7 -
r rd nothing iy clear to- me
I, yet I fear the way and the time
L 3 \ will be long,
{ i - but I must spend this day
G L Just here with yow.

- A 2 Sometimes they ta/lzkfyd/
a3 R ; mositly they were content
" p*,-.& i merely to- be together.

' s~ hetook her to- his hut
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saw the vast hinterland all spread, before ;

-

AW night they lay

s thuy v each other’s arms,

but at first hint of daww

Iodw slipped the embrace,

dressed and caome ouft.
She blessed the hut

- blessed the young shepherd boy
" who lay there sleeping,
ed that the Gods and Goddesses

- alwayy protect him,

a
- and with that thought . ‘

left thiy dear spot

Y 1 badved
the white mist clearing from
and ay it cleared

forest lavy for below

of dusky greem,

beyond that iv o dip
Zac-w-lot
the mighty city
dwelling place of Faspar
sole ruler
of all this world.
Far over there g
Opaxoar il

the lake -

- more like anw oceann.

Thew letting her visiow range
through rural lands and fields -

farms, hamlety, villages -
and there beyond

towering above themw all

long white mountainw chai.

- - her

. This was her jowm:éy}:g{gcope
- ' and her quest
- the seeking - the travelling
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- at first to- scrul,

L - the stunted hawthorw
- sprung from the rocky crevice,
" — o - the lonely sycamore
g ; - the ic ok

he would be there

. i some censoriows prison, = e
she muwst reach himv By s
?_.____r_ help ;sz ;]'.'L"E :
- And the - o
) Iodw ] 7 e

- protect her.

Tall treey stretched up around
bereft of branches o their lower flo



Casting o lower glance
she sow great footprinty inv the mud
and newly - steaming dung
showing that some large beast
had recently passed by;
but of the beast itself
she saw no- sigw -
the only life that stirred
was the sleek movement
of some minor ynakes,
whilst tiny rodents
trembled ow the ground
- all else way shadow.

Thew sudderdy
Iodw felt herself to- be alone
( no it wasy not fear
of snake - or some great beast )
her only dread
way of her owwnw aloneness.
She stopped and prayed
to- Deilo-
Goddess of Comforting,
not kneeling ow the ground
but pressing herself
against the massive trunk
of a tall tree,
stretching her hands
upwards agairst the bark
in supplication.
And iw her mind
some being did appear :
two- large blue eyes
looked downwards ow her darkness
- a forehead wide
- v sweep of long blond hair
- o robe
blue as her eyes.
No- mwrmwwr passed her Lipy
ond yet Iodwo knew
her prayer was granted.
She opened up her eyes
relaxed her cinging ovw that giant trunk.

Scarce had she finished praying
thaw fortunes eased,
her sense of loneliness
went to- v mighty distance
- almost vanishing.
No- sooner had it gone
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thaw something tangille wsuwrped iy place
hunger - just simple hunger,
ond she looked round
to- see what could assuage
her strong desire.

Iodwo reached o streamv
- sow ow the other side

- v troop of monkeysy gambolling in the trees,

intrigued, she watched them buwild
a bridge with their oww bodies,
thew climb v coconut palmw
up there above her head.
A suddew thought
come to- her,
she flung some stones
up at the rioting troop,
ond they inw turw
hurled doww the giaont nuty
iw kind revenge..
She broke them ow o trunk
. sucked out the milk
ST devoured the pallid flesh,
) and thus refreshed
went back upow her way.

Towards evening
as shadows deepened,
Ioda noticed something move
high in the boughs.
Was it & monkey ? -
but monkeysy came iw packy

F i - a2 T
— _.'IfF '?:'.‘_
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and this was lone.
She watched it
followed i,
for there seemed something strange

about the creature.

Was it aw ape ? -

ov perhaps a being like herself ?

But for some reasow
scarcely wnderstood

she wandered ow

keeping this something always in her sight.

Eventually the being stopped
and she stopped also-
Somehow Iodw sevnsed
the creatfure sow her

- looked at her.
It descended from the tree
wiftly - gracefully,
came through the shadowed gloom
towards her.

Iodw felt no- fear
althouwgh the being was so- strange -
small
( coming just above her waist )
female
( no mistaking that ) ;
the hair blackish and long,
and Lightly clothed
with rough and ragged dress
made from the fibres
of the wandering creepers.

8
._|-'
e
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It stopped
five paces off-
Thew
the least expected of all things
the creature danced -
flinging wild limby
inv v most curiows frengy,
tossing her tangled hair,
and, making all the while
odd inorticulate sounds.

Iodo thought of bees
dancing before the entrance to- their hive,
eactv step
telling the swarmw
the wherealbouty of certain honeyed flowers.
It seemed a kindred dance,
ov else moybe
the kind of show
a lyre bird enacty for ity fair mate
- o lwring ow
- v message and a hope.

And at ity end
the creature stretched a hand
towards her,
and without thought
Iodw took that hand
and at ity towch
the jungled ways
appeared no- longer pathless.
The creature turned
- walked ow,
Iodw followed,
ond for o while
they trod v silence
through the thickening dusk.
After o bit
they came to- o tree of massive girth,
and yet with lower branches
This they ascended
up to- a platform
laid acrosy the boughs.
The creature here laid doww
Iodw lay beside her,
and withv no- apprehensiow
fell to- stlumber.
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Scene four

, Next morning
Ioda woke up first
looked at her still companiow
r and felt nothing but strange affectiow
for thisy small being

dark and curiows.

!
[ They breakfasted
] o fruit from near-by trees,
| and thew set out
Iodw inw the rear
letting the other
guwide her through the woods.
And as they walked
Iodw struggled in her thoughty
to- find v novme
for her companion.
Somehow she must be named
- must hawve
some sound
- some symbol i the mind
to- represent her.
“Ve-me” - it caome to- her,
a nonsense word
and yet she clung to- it,
for since the day of the arrest
all Vife seemed nonsense,
ov perhaps the incoherence of o dreamw
vivid and real,
more real inw marny wayy
thanw all the safe reality
of her long earlier years.

Now that she had o name
Iodw looked upow the creature
withv freshened interest.
She wasn't dumb,
for whew av bird
sung o shwill song
Ve-me would answer it
- echoing exactly eachv sharp note ;
and evew o warthog
grunting iw the scrub-
drew from her kindred grunty
as if she had the gift
to- speak to- every beast
iw iy oww tongue.
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onw iy broww and naked
1*_._ aund @l else bare -
B0 bod T
Blike a/ngvowled/a/wd/WUnd/ (‘/hﬁvﬁ"'ad/'hazwﬁmm
v ; and'yet :J'-"-

. despite it all
a wrtawwyo‘uthxfwl/wm
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he hwrle/d/ great stones,

..1-,9

this enigmatic play 2 -
. B ﬁvwwotwug/owt

a-é noww dramov ?”
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Scene five

For several days
Ioda walked with Ve-me
the banksy of that great river.
Thew landscape changed -
slowly the jungle thinned
sawvannady took ity place
the trees no- longer clustered
but stood out here and there
in ones and twos.
And other life they saw :
the tall giraffe
stretched ity long tongue
up to- the top most leaves ;
elephanty grazed the sward -
came to- the river
washed their massive flanks ;
and buffaloes inv multitudinows herds
roamed through the grassy ploing.

Ow seeing the buffalo herds
strong physical yearwings filled Ioda'y thoughts -
how long since she had tasted meat ? -
how wearisome she found
the eternal dieting ow nuty and fruif.
One day near duwsk
they found a buffalo calf
trapped ivv o hollow.

W ithout one thought
Ioda flung o rock
which like o blade
cut through the creature’'s throat.
Next she collected wood
kindled o fire
cut up the fleshy
roosted it ow the flame
- gorged ow the savoury meadf.

There was enougiv left over,
but Ve-me kept aloof
gathered her fruity ay wsuwal
and ate themw - sat apart.
Iodw took no- notice
too pleased
to- stuff her belly with the gloriows food,
and thuy confent
she laid her doww to- sleep
and dreaw.
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Lo dr it - ;?‘f“r ”
she was in the ovchard = —p T
back at home; el Gl
. thwtymowofﬁw/ymr pt . e, > .':ff -
. whew sunmvmer blury forgetfully to-a 3,
patt  appleshung red; wa"w et
- warwyalxlzwwwphyw@ed/_ &= W‘x =
the vine against the wall. 25
drooped with ity black black g/ra/pw,,ﬁ
r g«ra/yﬂw*ppwy chirped below ;
T ond erflies
W%gw‘m
fbutted/ﬂw,way frmwﬂowwto-ﬂo-ww

+
-fIwwoLeaxr wvﬂ\bwwd/yt
ing
her father sat
Mwymalktazﬂex
My beard and hair
~ much flecked grey,
- . Mwmkwnd/ezyw
loo—ked/wtﬁwhobylrookx
_ spread out before him.

- 'n""ﬂwbrmothexr
sat aside in shadow,




Orvﬂwtf/rlvatpo'rtww#a/d«az;.g
- (& no- sphere turn

e out the time




1 W wndy_i/drtytrwwv od
ond hiy greying hair
'Wthﬁ\gq were d/a/rkm?\mugu' j
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Iodw awoke A L P S R
in that wild state -"'"4';4’?- Bl AT

vad/rmwydemwwd/rWy - ._:!-_ J:,f"'l

reality half o dream. W . :;’r"‘:"

She looked around - K S

 furst thing to catch her eye - o

f 5 clustered, around 1
% with jackals and hyenas; e

. she turned the other way - e
Wwwnw .

nwhg«d/gom
the umprvntw he/r

"“"iﬂ_&. IO‘d/ﬁ/bfWW@d/O‘W‘fVM 4 2
" and thew set off again ~'F"5' Al
1&mzpty ',0,-r -8

The valley stloped

 quite gently to begin with

-__* - thew came to- av spot
5 of suddew deepening.
v She stopped
viewea ﬁw/wmwrt'wvmwlrofo-re/h@r
. with cold forboading.

o oy A greyish pall

_hung over everything,

and there was o smell

" frightening and distasteful -
utterly
the freshv pure

o~
e beyond L







and five ooppe/r coiny
pnme,_d/ v her hands.

oonvawe/wt




but what to-do- ? -

"‘.* -
- '- *:.': : y

-




LWell - it will grow agevin.”
“What do I do-?”

. Yc{-w pose.™

“Your IW& .#

- take off your clothes.” &

v P £,

il

Just a moment
then undressed




g
-~

- seemed anriows and concerned, R ﬁ;,‘;?’
x for her owrn comfort, oy e 'r'- -
o sorted pilowy e '.u-.ir.f:.; o

-'_‘.ﬂ | - asked if she felt relaxed. . -

b : she lay quite still e

. - stored at the painted ceiling S
0wl where Gods and Goddesses " v .
- cawvorted iw the clouds. i e
It way so- curious, ety

but thenw all normal life
had somehow ceased > Ty -
that afternoowof the arvest. =
She rested BN o IR T
: felt strangely at her easer - T
’ and let her thoughty o -'-_.r_f“'r,;_;?_- T
wander and wander #’__J R
over past eventy. y goid_cd W
She pictured Ve-me oty
- where was she now ? - ST
and then what was she ? - e 4
aw animal ? -
v creature like herself ? -
.~ And how she wished e L
that she had Ve-me with her now. -

-
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Scene nine
. "*ﬁ' Ioda
e '-.‘._ | went to- the Academy
£ L lay back
4 tried to be calmv
She sensed '
that those who- drew

congidered her no-person,
but rather .

perspective to- receed,
e shadows to- darkew.
--‘-'- ’TM yp _'.—_'—_.l--_



She went
not without apprehensiow
especially whew she saw
the house loomw up

grand, and imposing.

“Here vy & maw of weadth”, she thought,
“perhaps of influence”.
She rang
a servankt answered,
wshered her through some doors
into- v law ishv drawinvg room.
Merot appeared
treated her with respect
- showed her the howse
- the garden
- took her to- meet his wife,
thew ordered wine
ond they sat downw
together on the sofu.
Merot Lent forward
touched her ow the knee :
G “I know yowr father”

- the wordy were quietly spoken,
Iodw heard thew with o shock of hope.

“My father ? -
what canw yow tell me of my father ?”

“He iy inv prison.”

“I know - I know

- but what thew
iy he charged with ?”

! ﬂ'Tr ‘”

“Treasow ?
- how will it end 27

“Deathv
- that is the penalty for treason.”

“Isy there no- hope ?”

47



A wondered if & was,
ﬂ'vwvaké'd’:i' -

do- yow ,yo-wrwa believe
fwt:hem




And now ler,d/fouwdxﬂwywvww

: -thwwvwwoszwudmmgb

3 l: anxiows to- help
WD 5 not asking for rewa/rd/
=y doing what he could

JWfor the sake of justi

og h/ executionw

- too terrible to- think of ;
imprisonment for
t@' too way terrible

. there way ow offer b |

ironw bowry '

'WyMﬂw-ught) &
way there not some hope ? -
es - she would fight for this

% forwnyﬂu’/wgztme/w g



And not just menw .

round the place inv awe, - iy .

ir womenfolk likewise o et
browdgd{tﬁewatylﬁ . -
- dressed in all styles S SR =S
ay Ut e PaRg d

folithor s of Birdy of Por ail
wswung from their wide-bri ed r
stuffed robing, sparrows, A athie

She glan r

e SN
W = wo




E
wwmﬂwﬂoo-r once movre.

..ATtMm(uﬁ%aﬁ/ é@!ﬂwm

_ wpsto







MMMfwwWﬁwM
" Some curseds ' ”‘t. -y
her father MMW@WML
R ( she hated these )
T hery rejoiced
tW%f&Wa/Me -':
she looked at them
and wondered who-
way tempted to-go- up.
wwdxwtoﬂwwv
s MMWW >
= wyyo-whmo
'Bwt‘y@tt‘M %
wvoazbm,g/oflwrwlzf
to utter strangers







i things®.
that she craved to-know

wwyﬁ'w/r@ a chance of o r!prue)vé'&
,i i Merot held little hopes i+
; yet did wot totally despuin
of such an outcome.

AMWVMMMWW(WW/L
- the evidence




“Your wife iy bul upstairs
sleeping - or maybe not
- show some restraint
- show some good sense.”

“I want yow,”
he repeated vehemently.

“Asy your mistress ? -
no- - that shall never be.”

“AU right thew....”

At that moment
all consideratiow ended.
Brutally
he tied w napkin round her moutiv
- she struggled '
yet scarce could move her limby
- the wine
- there way something in the wine,
how else was it
her wsual strength was gone ?

and thew the violatiow
the groysy untender entering
where only one =%
had ever beew before.

She tried to- screamv i

- to- fight against hiw,

but it way uselesy
her body

was no- more at her command.

The cold fulfilment
hardly passed
and there way o sound of footsteps :
- someone coming doww the servant’s stairs.
Merot got up at once
haustily fled.
Iodw raised her head
- saw one of the servant girly
walking towards her ;
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but the girl passed by
walked orwardy through o door,
and doww w passage

Evew iw her confusionw
Iodo blessed the girl.
But there was no- time to- lose
- the napkin soow unwrapped,
her clothes flung on,
and thew to- the window
- v cdowmber doww some ivy
and she was o the ground.

Without delay she fled
away from that vile howse,
away from the whole vile city,
Ioda knew she had friends
- ondy a few short howrs ago
and shve’ d beew in their company,
but after thiy rape - thisy violationw
all persons v that place
- appeared like enemies
- her only longing was to- get away.

She walked througiv darkened streets,
and whew daww came
and greyed the sky above,
she saw around
the sprawl of vast suburbiov.
And still she walked
for she must place
a/ywuudvofd/vyta/nwa/yyhe/oould/
between herself
and all that city’s soullesy villainey.
She walked and walked
past fields and farms and villages
o through the morning
- througtv the heat of noow
- the drowsy afternoon
( whew all else seemed at peace )
never stopping
for food, for drink, for rest.




Scene twelve
-

*

Towards dwsk
Iodw came
to- the base of a little hill,
she climbed o upwards
and reached av stretch of heathv
with sandy soil
where only scanty trees
and low earth-hugging shwulby
would grow.
It seemed deserted
and she felt safe
- ay safe that iy
ay she could ever feel
in her uncertain world.

She found a spot
sheltered by crumbling rocks
and there laid doww.
Despite her wretchedness
somehow she fell asleep
and dreampt...

Her dreamv-world
way v nawrrow rocky cleft
cut betweew towering rocks
- 50 nowrrow way the cleft
that there was scoarcely room
for two- to-pass,
and yet
Ioda wandered ow
sensing she had o missiow
necessitating that she walk this way.

For iw the distance
she sow some figures
slowly enlarging
asy they came towards her.




F & ¥ Y L e e
.' ﬁ Avw?/t‘he/m/w«’/171'\/:]‘c>'zgllf‘ﬂ':L -"E:r T
iy N wild recognitiow came - - ¥
; o ¥ - her sister A o
; - her sister Urav . r
¥ i - she was there inw front. gl Ry LA
. ﬁ Iodw broke into- a runw Tt - o, T T
: :' T stumbled onw rocks and weeds g j:' : _%"’f' -

. But thew as Ura neared cx ]
q%i ﬁ:wmwtheyowng/gambyaye/ywwwmth@g/mo&ad@’ 2
L rl-‘* she kept her pace
%y steady and fervorless,
: did not look
into Lodw's eyes,
passed by
5 withouwl o glint of recognitiow.
- Her other sistery followed
R s | Creeglance
; : A « - likewise her brothers
' Lt-"i‘_‘_*, and her mother too
b 0t MU - they all passed mindlessly
f - passed by like shadows.

Finally father
- suwrely not from himv
this sullenw and unseeing stare.
She flung herself
doww at his feet
- grablbed at hiy ankles,
and yet felt nothingness.
And at that moment
from towering crags above
v voice cried out :
“Do- not seek him,
do not follow him,

e inw her impatience to- embrace her. p




S - relief A R
T - it way only o dream, . ey lE:
: ~ and yet reality = F R 1
o it came stowly * e
brought her no- comfort . 4 =P i
The first thing was the cold, : e ar
- the sky was clear and empty - § A ¢
frost hung ow the shrubs N T
- 47 And thew the hardness et P AN S
j - the hardmness of the rocky ground - g
; ‘I"!rm' ow which she lay. T e i
e But worse thaw all of these e et e d ST
# her total loneliness, oo . A 8-
4 the horrid violatiow AL § o~
B~ which had driven her frowv those " R
she thought might be her friends; ey ol
and thew her father ; - : s
- where way he ? - o - ﬁ' e SN - X2
# alive maybe - BT s
"l  cased iv o dungeow O e ,
ol mh,td«ed/from/owwwww. B v e ',
frowvnatuma-fwma/ly - friends i i ATF o P
fro—wwbbﬂwﬂvw»g/yiwlo-vpd/_,g T L e o,

: Iodw looked up blankly ""'“’,_F ' . G
- and little by little SR

muoﬁwrﬁwng/yﬂmve/m/pt‘umyy : : e
- the stary : )} A G
ﬁwgymtml/ba/wd/o—fw
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1
theatrocodiiesE

circling the polar sky
with jaws outstretched ;

L

the bright stowr Vexoy
: ow the shawp point of ity horn.

- And all the Gods and Goddesses were there :
the curiowsy wandering stary : J‘I'
Farshar - the God of War . &

ay red ay blood ; - ,-‘--;H'
Zilwar - God of Revenge '
almost as red ; =
Vilov - Goddess of Justice
tuwrquoise blue ; W
and above all
Cuwra - Goddess of Love
brightest of all.

So - was she alone ? -
did Gods and Goddesses really dwell
somewhere out there ?2 -
surely they did
ywrdyﬂmwtwl%frowvdwmuodzytwdvmg/
could not be lies ;

' yet what did they do- ? - T,
how wMV%wMwaMMmbr»g«i

ow violations
fuelled by lust - or hate. .
How could it be ? -
And thew she wondered
if somewhere in that doarkness
onw o strange world y
laid o v Liktle Wil
there might be o creatuwre
somewhat like herself
- suffering - suffering.
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Scene fourteen

Despite all troulbles
eventually she settled downw and slept,
P a long untroubled sleep

’ and did not wake
till the great star Vaw-ra-mar
wa/ylwg/hwp iw the sky,

and all the world

}ootwe/a/rowwd/he/r

She saw o manw and horse
ploughing aw oblong field
for for below ;
and there were wagons ow the road,

’ and people walking
- birds twittered in the trees,
- or flapped dark wings

Here i the cowntryside iy, =2
all life seemed better. -
- ed berriesy
thenw dowwn the hill
and onvwards ow her journey
tlwug«?vwhatyhemg%t
- Iodw could not say
- merely a groping aimv
to- progresy deeper \
into that greenw world,
- further and further
from that repulsive city.

- SMwkaed/alxbday
mmun/g«g«rwwhmuxy g/rwuﬁ/ebd/y green woods,
and little farmsy
hawdets and villages.
*b_sg - People here seemed relaxed
- no- more those care-worw browsy
oviry -dwellery seemed to- alwayy weaw,
. here men and women laughed *"-‘
; sang ak their work x4
de/wwrwvg/rw/twvgy 5 4
to- one another 0 1 AR
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Towwrd/y@ve/mwg/
Lt owth/e/woond{ Agils
ILoda came to- a.geptl

ﬁfom/ﬁ'wnmrby
ofa/famrg/rownd/rwdwd/}wb'
Wymm
s and clow wg'eavort
?" o childrew ravewlds
*"gwﬂwwbedxmvd/wwl
: wﬂvﬂvwd/ebbg«ht, -3
and i the, madist '

. thewmqoboﬁvofa)mm
&l Y
. Iodw ;#

Fpal/k@d/ on towards the faxw fr

feeling that aw\&/ng
whictv displaced memot’ ofthe/ o»t'y

was most welconmei sy
5 Herewas o diverxsion
. - a place where labouring menw and wole
ir toil amd poverty for o d
. made wikd merriment.
. Conjurory | -
T - they were there T4
. doing their owrmwytrwk/y ¥
e ywrrowmde/d/by o crowd,
R ¥, s Likew ise
LD rcrwup @WULd/ buffoonery,
- and, animeds wild and tame, =
. ‘paraded i their chaing.
L-'_ "—'\ﬁ. Andiboys and girly
W wa/nde/red/ro-wnd/hwnd/m e
yl'wh/a/d/hm
‘\‘:‘ “w just at the fo
hﬁ:/x acted, as if we r"
butfor o davy. .




swcked Likewise.
TM..\motMery@bf
had @ exquisite aiv
le charm

- fine face h

- fore Limby
WUtb/owrvm,g/aMerfw
ngztlfve/ ound.
%MW X7

sow i avbrice

Wi mirror, of herself, «
1 wnd/yetywrmywd/u




It seemed most curiows fbvrﬂgg.:j
for childish entertainment :
taley of abandoned wives,
o-f lovers drivew to- their oww destructiow,
of incest - rape -
robbery and muwrder,

. 55 | She thew continuwed her meanderings
A= o wniti Vaw-ro-mowr seit
c u-  and Un-rawand Leb-tw climbed the sky.
= The air grew chill,

, coldness and hunger
laid their claims ow her -
where to- get food ? -
and where to- spend the night ?
She passed o yellow tent
where aw old womaw sat
stirving o pot
above a fire.

The womaw's hair woy white
her eyes o radiont blue
- perhaps a beauty in her youth.
Iodw stood and watched
- the smell of meat and herby
torturing her nostrils.
Preparations finished
the womawnw filled two- bowls
placed one before herself
and passed the other
W to Iodo.

- She knelt on the grass
£ Pt ta/yted/ﬁwfood/
—¥2 = “Yow are hungry ?” 14
; _..l.

1.|-__ ;- ?):w_va"‘: =
I* "':_"‘_.

e “Sitt down beside me
! " ﬂw/rwussgmoug}vforboth/

L
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L. yp%@owa%#yow were my frw/mi/
eally yow are o stranger.” "

Wupwwrd/attheyebf ya/ww/yky 78

“No doubt we do-
Yo-w are o wise wise womaw.”

Formyowwwaw;vwa m
- I searchv for love.” = '

And beyond that ?”

Iyt'h,@re/ow\yﬁwngz bwm\,)lo‘ﬁva-?

WW@WW;”‘
. wwwvexwha/tﬁvey
- sl

lies out there
we cow break
It‘h/e/)bru,sfo-w lrowyofsd»f

-
==
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for thiz short space of time ?”
' “Each one of wy .
muwst find their oww salvatiow
- their goal
. a v MM_”

“How long will it take 2"

.' - o
Toda knew the womaw at o glance

- the mother of the twing ;
the manw
struck her withvmove suwrprise
- My handsome form
WWW costume,
a/nd/from/Mgleazwwng/bejt’
! M@W




At thiy Toda suddenly came fOMERRD &

A
“Thwow knives at me,” she cried,
- . I do not mind”.

They all looked with surprise
at the young girl withv auwburw havir







- ogx_yuﬁwmgzw
Oftm&h@wond@roébe




“How do yow read, my mind so- cleverly ?
- But no - it shouwld not cawse surprise
; yowvwdovwﬂwywww
so- mawyy times before.”

And thws '
with little coaxing ees --.".'f-:;' "
ILodw told her tale

or most of it

- fo'rwh/e/vvﬂwnewre/d/ﬂwond/

# ﬁwtruﬂvabowtﬁw/bufawwh/wh@rwomb
-"'- she could not bear to sy the words,
and burst out weeping

thew fled from out the tent
and hid her self away.

=

Muchv time she spent
thinking of all the things
whichv pulled ow her affectiors.
And yet despite these conflicty
v stronger force impelled her
] almost against her will.
- Thus it was
that one dark wight
without a word to- anwyone
o Iodw crept from the tent
47 stole from the encampment
- and went her wavy. _
She wandered ow - !

by footpativsy Ut by Leb-itow .

- the only moonw that shone. e

- The grey of daww
as world turned into- lLight
showed her a landscape
or low buk rocky hills ;
gnarled scrubby trees
clung to- their slopes,
and tumbling rivery roowred
throughv shallow valleys.
There was no- sign
of maw - of woman,
the only life that stirred
was o great owl
with wide and silent wings

o .
- T 76
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N 1.:.:;‘-_'#: i Yet solitude _
- somehow seemed comforting, -~
Y ] - no need in this wild spot f
i  to hide the ample swelling of her belly. N f
e, Soow - near o stream
gt Iodo found a low -groww bush
s loaded with berries,
e she ate
B Ty at first with cautiow
- thew with gzest.
Later
she caome upow v sodder patch
near to- v cove mouith

where purple fwmg«u grew.

almost content.
And once Vanw-ra-mor
!hadwwrm@d/ﬂwwmﬁww
~ the place seemed pleasant.
. She had her food supply
and would not starve,
and there was that cave
- her shelter for the night,
“eventually to- lie there and give birth
- give birth to- what ? - '
Todw shuddered. P e

Al b She lingered there ' : ®
i beside the streawm, ! :
> and watched Vawv-ro-mar
- seemingly crossy her sky -
basked iw ity warmth
and watched that warmiiv
animate life avound her :
. ARlowersy which she had not noticed
P opened their petals ;
ligards crept from the rocks ;
tiny snakes
( for which she had no- fear )
emerged from darkened fissures
. NP - Mvdftet'tkexg/rew‘tytwr
T tingle their tepid
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| Ly inta 8 L

bmowmetoﬂwopmmﬂoww&,

and butterflies

of blue and scarlet
flapped their fine intricate w

: acrossy the gr *

- -

Toda did not stir
b-wt"-stayod/ inw the yp

wlfw/vvwwbd/tumn@d/
and hid Vo -ra-monr
: u--*_.z’M‘l behind the darkening rocks,
Iodw went to- the cave

- } l,axyo-rvyom/e/ga/ﬂwred/br
) o - and fell asleep.
L i Aftwwmewhwboﬂwwoke :
il "'ﬂw/wwwwyoha%wwd/d/amw
yuddmlwaeebw»gz_

L..

t'hore/ﬁwyﬁw J o

_Shwroye/t'
am,d/prwyed/to—Cuma/ f_
- Goddesy of Love,

amd/thwyfdtoomzfortwd/ g

she laid herself do
Ww%thrm@hwa

dwrk/fo-r

14
n

[
. L a' eA



w they wevuttog/wﬂw/r:,f A
toﬁvutbwyhbwwbwth@yt Mww

et & Iod/a/fe/ltwwixyh : :
for words to- passy betweew thew : - ;
- gestures wa;’eg\ote/mrwg}v gl
o%vﬁuatﬂwcoubd/cdwwexrw R .
w:/t’h/ lre/w\g/ p

a/nd/oowfudelwxr

e 2




- -
Near to-their fovowrite spot beside the stream
there stood a rock, -
Lodw often pointed at it ‘_i_
shouted “rock - rock”, : :‘
but Ve-me did not comprehend. |
One day -
| she grew impatient,
w took Ve-me's hand v p— I,
' mwwqgwd,wwmm ?ll
5 = i

rt W y L
Su,d«dze/wlyya-wwﬁco-mprdwnded/ i-bi
o cwriowy guttural sownd
came fm—m/‘ho_/r throaf,
not grunt
: - i way a hint ,
- the g W of “rock’”. 1
- Iodzowr her hand E
e lmt.&t’ubbﬂwtwo-ofthe/wv ]
pounded the ragged stone
& and, shouted “rock’”,
}"‘1 till Ve-me’s guttural sound
came out more clearly.
; . ! It wasy o word i
i - awv actuad word, - ‘l
: and at the realizationw

-
S, . Other words followed :

“streamy” and “bush’ ree’,
bl &
and the power to transmit thought
- 'L’O',_SP!’/WO‘MWO‘VM*"
from o distant time,
to- speak of present things
and plans
spreading across wide boundless
‘.:.‘ to- convey lo-veraszbh/a/t

_..”3 wW
Mwwyto- amownd/ﬂwm/

g !




Rt

Iodw pointed at herself,
murmwred, “Ioda”,

thew at V@- '
uttered : . )
whw_}v or e

ted

/ bebt\bezrw ed =
at her first br y of existence.

Ewg«e/rly Iod/a/a/ylwd/ :d.' ; N

what Ve-me knew about her origins. #- i

L Yet Ve-me knew but little. > 3

= _.""'“?*- e AW that she understood | - _
' : was way v vestige -
gottmtrvbe/ .
- and that she gave birth -
. ' t?—ﬁwth only d«a/u,ght'w

tawg/ht her to- ycwveng@
then

whe‘/wﬂwwa/ywwrww
the mother died

}WWWWWW
“fending for herself-

1 . “Are there oﬁw/ry -r_,--'=
s 1 Iodwmd/

\ \ ‘l “Maybgz I do not know

b ~pwbq/pymwwwh@re/

.u e fo—re/yty "}
be/ung«ybukeyww '

ufthere/wre/
w/wd/IkM@o-Myyow A _1_'*

2

4

i‘oda/umh@rﬂf\oug«hty
(Wnofouﬁ.lo—wd/)

y e >
"*WWM@):&W?— XA
axrva/vwm/axlx? -

creo e like

wvbotw






gwve thew novmes :
Emiy - the boy
Besiro - tMg«wl/"'
went thwough the outward show
. of caring for them,
~ watched thew emerge
 from babies into infants, "’
= ywwﬂw/wuprog/rm -
vw and iw speechv
as Uf thw»g«wwaw*

 Whew Ve-mi way around
 Todw acted w love she did not feel,
' but whew alone with themw
Lookod/wvﬂwfwowy
back at
vawbvpy hwm his eyes,
: and felt aw impulse

_I.I

F N

ﬁwbrm%%w@%raob _ fJ
¥ i

Arw'l/yet' g o,/
activitiey continuwed : : o
Va/m r mmroyoa/md/mt

1 "
L travelled rownd ity stor ,}
: halsztwrw




ﬂwzyoam,e/wpowwb—r ve/rdzamtvaue/y .
wrwwrtwrvwd/a/wd/tw ﬂwou,gxhutyﬂoo-r il
ow ity bamks o town
ide which way v favir
- with ity many tenty.

,~thwwa/ynott1'wya/m

but there way something _
in the scene doww there
fomilior to- her,
w tent - a yellow tent

ing came
wya/ytrdng/lzmlwng/up

oﬂ;@obwtm o Wed/lw/r.




ore/pttowowd/yﬂwt@m‘.;
| She/bvnwed/aft'ﬂwbmh - X
: ve?bﬁ,e/d/ﬁuatwbhirwywym}mped/ qq{ .

 yes
, other twing

o their play-pen,
e thhjwayro- .
ytretdwd/by'ﬁwtemtﬂwp
fast asleep.

Ioda stole through the ¢

with scawce o .Hﬁ,"

came to- the plovy -pen,
‘placed her daughte

wnd/bufbed/t‘he/bewutufwb
- Lifted himv inv her arms.
= L@nwl'whaobtrwytedzlve/r
?,lmfwtﬁvwwrwx/plamn@d/mtrum/ow
he made v cry.
Awlmro— tiry

.
















" the dawns and dusky crept closer,
and swallows and, swifty
flew off to- warmer lands.

A pathv appeared before them
broad and well-made,
and following it
they saw for iw the distance
v stately mansiow,
ity chimney stacks
topping the highest trees.
The house was bwilt of brick
and that dimw reddisiv glow
sent Ioda's thoughty far back
to- that great mansiow
of her childhood days.
She thought of all the privileges
she’d then enjoyed,
and wished for their returw
- not merely for herself
but for the lovely boy.

They came to- o gateway,
beyond it on the path
aw aged gardener
almost doubled up
swept the dead leaves
and put themw ivw av cart.
Beside himv o young boy
wssisted in the work.
Acting ow impulse
Iodw spread her handsy
gathered aw armful
- another and another
till the cort was full
- and somehow felt exhilowrated
by this activity.

She turned to- the boy :
“Yow dow't mind do- yow
me helping yow like this ?”

“Why - yow work so- hawd
yowW'W put me out of av job,”
he joked .
“But if it pleasesy yow

Jjwst carry ow.” L




And thew
- short while later
ay she approached the cart
Iodw saw more clearly
into the old gardener’s face.
A curiouwy sense came over her,
w sense
ay of w mystery revealed
for he was not o creature like herself
but small and dark and haviry,
squat - with o broadened forehead,
and massive army.
And ay she looked
a mewmory stirred
from distant childhood
of such o one as thiy
likewise a gordener
ow her father’s big estate.
Strange that this recollectiow
had not come buck before
for with it came o thought
of for more potence
- Ve-me was not alone.

“Does he speak ?”
Iodw asked the boy.

“He speaks a Little.”
“What is he ?”

“A being - not like us.
Dedo - ouwr master
keepsy him out of kindness
- they calll himv Aco- .
- he answery to- hisy name.”

More questiorns
rose up quickly
i Ioda/ sy mind,
but she thought best
to- keep thew for another time

“I like thig work - I
will yomeone take me onw ?”°

. 3
" 3 =



e e Mo
e -

“That’y not for me to say, e |
yow'd better see the overseer.” : o

“Where doesy he live ?” - ok _-:;'".I'.._'

“In that house over there
overgroww withv creepers.”

Loda went at once \ - 4 2
ands avsked for work. o =
The overseer —— y -
was o thin and stooping mar a
with & suspicious guwge. L

“Who- are yow ?” T
he asked narrowly: i

“I amv v widow.” N -
“A widow e ?” .
 “Yesy - withv two- boys.”

He looked doww quigzically
at Sev and Emis.

“Not much alike”, J F
partly to- himself-
Thew seemed to- muse awhile ﬁ"
- turned back and said : gy -
“AW right Py
we'l give yow o trial vy
- see how yow do”. : J“

* =

And so- that gardew ﬁh Y
became Ioda’y Life. Ry
Ay world travelled o

around Vow-ra- mow A\
she saw the seasons :

with all their moods ' N\

- with all their flowers. 3
And she was happy :

at least i most respects;, :
friendships were formed =
though nothing deep, - -
yet evew these were comfort.

92



—
To be accepted
- thiy way her reassurance,

and thew the work

the physical labour of the hands and arnvy =

- the leaving off at duwsk
the body weary
but the mind content
- thiy pleased her much.
And so- time flowed
iw o calmv streamv of being

and it might seemv dar |

that year would follow year
to- her life's end

without much alteration. b

But inv the midnight’y sleeplessness i
mewories would come A
sometimes serene '
when she thought back
to- that big childhood mansion
( muchv like thiy
except that thew
she was the master’s dawghiter
- honowred - privileged,

: ﬂw/rv gardeners touched their forelocks as she passed

as she might do- right nwow )
and thew she thought of love
- of those long nwighty
claspeds close invv Bruntal’'s arms
- how safe she felt there
- how terribly secure.

Buft there were other thoughiy
intruded muchv against her will :
the day of the arrest

> that awful afternoon

whew innocence ended

. Ty ond all her paiv begary -

o that sight of Urav
""h. approaching her iw grief,
\ and thew the distant glimpse
- of soldiers

o A - that shattering of bliss.
And other things led ow -

i""'_' Merot
- the bwilding up of trust
and thew the ravishment
the giving birth



~ to those vile creatures
% who- she loathed ;
hmuovw-ﬂwng«ied/herow
ow to- another
inv v cowrse
tbatﬂwywm@d/powwbwyytod/e/ﬂeot:
- 2 the theft,
- 3 the flinging of the knife,

she feared -
she hoped he lived.
1 And all these thoughts
Led/alzwayyt’ ovaowvt
her f
_ where was he
o and would she ever
be withy himv once agaiw ?
_ Y
Yet =

after such nights

- she would get up
kﬂ_fr go- to- the garden
- Uc the flowersy
and sw their scents,
‘ spade and X :
wnd/feel/Vcwu rw~wuaxryzwyy ;
'-'r crwhze/rwrmwnd/ﬂwu&dbr&
\ and by mid-day
Mwawbdretwrwto—kmo-nwvﬁbv@

Jawaxﬂfwmo—w > d Light
Toda was working iw the vi
@ mawn came
- aman Wi unknow n,
- o—ldz:’/ﬂvwoth_.g«rwmg«hﬁw
ndsome ivv iy oww distinctive way.

‘ “Yow work here ?”

- il “TW 05( W'-” ._ﬂ'j“: _




\ o ’
“World has gone round Vaw-ra-mor
exactly twice

since first I came.”

th , »

- i
“Yow seemv surprised.

gfI’m/ afraids
- I've no idea
who- yow might be.”
P “Dedo- - the master.” |
- 7 |
- “The master | -
ol - I’mv sorry

I did MVW:.”

. "‘TMre/uynoﬁvw\gz
- - nothing to- be sorry for -
" ity just
. I cant explaiw the feeling
. that felt
whmﬁm‘s&{lya/w yow.”

N I “What feeling ?”.x,._if?
3 l.Il - “_ d .-
= “Itwas ay if

I'd knoww yow before -
' wWWofym

-i.—"l.

% “Lodo
- it iy o beaufiful name

v o beautiful persow.
Yow kzattMvwwyof%e/w?_'-

- “Each day

while the harvest is on.” ‘Iﬁ



. » !
o
o )

_thwwmfd!r
sca wwday wwvtby
j 0 U/VWW
erd/uiaW
nt v his pasty-
ce with hiy lovely wife
El'/"played/a/pa/rt

ever outtohwwytatct i
and never touched the w»der w

Dedo’ s aittentions
: g e intimate,
of course knew what he desired,
but wnlike many mew she’d knoww
- he wooed hexr gently - tenderly - with care
not to- intruwde until she was prepared
to- gront i all s wishes.
He built for her @ cottage
- she moved in,
i way a place
. where they could be alone
to- take their pleasures undisturbed.

wwﬂv@pwb vwve/rated/

‘-J

2 wgryoovw@n/t
“n

1'
&0 ¥




After the passing of another year
. Dedo expressed the wish
to-beg«a«lzugetkw uniow.

d "o ~ Todw agreed
PP = - festivities were held,
e and from that day

y A Now servanty treat

=l much ay they had in childihood,
MMWMWL@ -

forthepomzpamd/ - , ‘

with o troyy
z twa-aube/y
- twod/r

JW

SZ’WWGI/O‘WVUO’WW%‘?/WO}V
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She tried to- hawe some talk
but soon gave up,
his words seemed limited
to- hiy own navme
and variows grunty

which passed for “please” and “thank yow”.

And yet

she felt there was communicatiow

though how covweyed
Iodw could not tell.
Whew they had finished
their small ynack,
she looked for & momenit
into- his sad and ancient eyes
and somehow felt
( as she had felt with Ve-me )
that they were a passageway
to- something else -
a wisdow
not vouchsafed to- such as she
- U COMMUNWLO
withv the eternal
withv all things.
And thew he turned away
his weary eyes.
Iodw picked up the muwgs
and went back to- the howse.

*

Despite the intimacies
of mawrried life
there were yo- many things

Ioda had not talked about to- Dedo-
Some fillled her mind with shame

- she dreaded
he might light upow
those hiddew secrets.

But there were also- questions
she herself longed to- ask
and only waited
for a chance to- ask them.

One evening
they sat by the ample fire
withiw the living roow,
protected fromw the chill

&
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- for out beyond
were all the sigry
that World was dipped
into ity deepest shadow.

out ow those distant hilly
the mowntaing haresy were white
the stoaty travsformed to- ermines
and Vanw-ra- mowr
which scarce seemed fully risew
was already setting.

Dedo-
seemed ivv o relavxed
and tranquil mood ;

the fire burned bright,
ond A miner
their favourite dog
stretched Wiy long glossy body
before the glow.

A knock came to- the door
and Aco- entered
with o load of loygs,
he dropped themw by the grate -
Iodw granted him
not just o word of thanks
- v smile avy well.
He did not speak
but to- his wrinkled face

there came a curiows look of gratitude.

He left.
Iodwow wandered to- the window,
and, watched hiy shwunkew formw
trudge off amidst the snowy dusk,
and did not let the curtain fall
till he was out of sight.
Thew she turned to- Dedo-:

“My first glimpse of your estate
- Aco - gathering the leawves
I'W never forget it.”

“Yow thought hiw strange ?”

“Y@y
- but not completely so.”
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Wuﬁv Fasbar - the Great
but thew they quawrelled.”

“What about ?2”

W?\y - the creaturey ow the i
- the Heraloty.




R o pAnd if
Little wowrld of owry

e/)m«t wa?/ think and breath,

B ithrough love
We are inv contact with thew too-”

wi L8 v solemm thought.
o But tell mes

thiy conflict withv the Great Ruler
- what happened, thew ?”

“Yow know what happened
- the arrest - itmprisonment.
Of course
there way the trial
L with all ity show of fairness.
o But all'the chargesy were o shaw,
evew the defence

was trumpery.”
“But he way sawved.”

“Sawved ? -
L yey iw av fashiow. -
bo-net think the Mighty Ruler cares
that he did not hang,
the'great thing is
he’s silenced.
Thexe inw the prisor cell
He cannot Wiy, opiniow with his words,:

“But iy there no- hope
- no- hope
that there may come repriene ?
Tell me quite true
is there, no- hope ?”

“I think there iy
a very little hope.”

“What is it ?”
' TPt Jou "
grgo to-thezMighty Ruler g
awvd/ with him.” &
. ﬁ,fngf- -
4 -
| 104
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“Will yow oo';g,@ withv me ?”

“No-E that would never do-

] Ifyowd/rovawp
i wuthwwbmyowma/oamrﬁ
= that weWltl make no- show.” " 1

“How shall I go- ?”

“Yow, must walk
- arrive worw out
your clothes in tatters
- that might make aw impact.”

“Yow think so-?
But swrely evewy thew
Fasbor would not release him.
Yow said, yourself .
the wish beivinds it -7 e
Uy to- sitlence/ Win. - -

Buft if released
wa'Mr would oppose him once agaieis ""':'1‘ <
- will he be granted freedow. gx

knowing that ?”

i “Y@y A
thvere will be a price to- pay
kS before release.

&

oWfather will be made swear avw ongk
>t i -
. “thoypewk/thewﬂwugxhty aga

Continvued silence
that iy the price topay.”’

“You Thik $0- 77

“That iy what' T think.”

P “Wells

N if that iy so-

L will attempt if.”

“Ttisy o lender chance,
£ i

“Slender.or mt‘
wd)l/ a/tt@m/pt




LT, so-g/rewtherww% :
i to- clutch at' any hope e
fov?wrfwﬂwry-frw&rwv i e 2

! MO'Y'@WVWW ' ] 4 ot
Not uniti i
the Lwyt white L¥ -
had v _ ve hills
.| . .-. w
wvtM ﬁ/ryfﬂ/wﬂvof
wvﬂwwt aaword/ tgw

- QM - Sev a/wd/i

“*—:.. Y
S Itwas v retwrvu
1

- to- tuww/ypfw urug/f
” *Shetkowgzktut ! g

- Ushine and fade, |
hewrﬁwqm/vwwug/lwrk/y
sing in their glory




3 #O‘fh@r W;E‘y%ow'to-fMGK_ewf;_R »
' and of what she hoped to- goi

4 mﬁ'h&w
and wea
i

. = ;
‘Thexre will be o price to- pay?,

T that interests himy, -
and judging by the look of yow

»




“Do-I speak too plainly ?”
the woman asked.

“PWWS’ 3 L.'
- but I fear yow speak the truth.”

“Of course .
I crvvly speak from hearsay g
- I was o plaviw girl /)
before I turned ugly
- great ruzbwrydowtmrwﬂwhmofm
evenw as harlots.”

She gave a bitter laugh.
Thew plucked av berry
from o nearby bush,

chewed it
and spat out the pips.

“That’s how mewnw treat women

- suck up the goodness
and spit out the rest.”

in the womaw's bitter face,
thew at the ragged braty
and the half-starved donkey
ond gawve o sigh.

Iw silence they carried ow
till their wayys parted,
Ioda watched themw disappear
with deep relief.










Scene twenty one

Iodw came to- the bvow of av hill
and paused,
for there in the far distance
lay Zac-w-lot
- the Mighty City.

Once
long ago-
shve had pawsed Likewise
at her first view of if,
but that half-forgottenw moment
of fear and apprehensiow
was asy nothing
to- what she felt right now,
for since that time she had learnt so- much
of the cold world’s unfeeling cruelty.
And yet she stood there long
picking out
the tallest buildings :
the palaces, the temples,
the courty of law,
the prisors
= y%,

- she had seenw thew all
and knew too- well
exactly what they stood fov,
and felt her self
as powerless ay o lamb-
approaching o liow's lovir.

But yet she wandered ow
past the last fields and formws
where greew and countryside

expired together,
and entered subwrbsy

- trudged througiv the weary streets.
Ioda admost wished
she wore disguise,
for there were those
she had no-wishv to- meet.
Yet no-one recognigzed her
- thougtv some there were
wheo- stood and stared
at her tall figure
and her ragged clothes.

=
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Iodw _
scarce had time 4
to- take this in
before the mob was WW 5
~ She had no- choice
with ov without her wishing
she way forced forward
g - ﬂ doww the narrow lanes.
v - It way o flood,
from the alleyways ow either side
-~ o the tributaries
-uyq:wved/ with the roaring tumult.
Little was said
- and yet v muwrmwr
passed acrosy the crowd :
“To the Palace

be:

Ioda wate wuﬁv hmfrmf
o asy anw priest

was dr from/ hix temple
- hig venerable head

bwttwe/d/ against the railings

ve halted.
SW
servvied ranks

wmmwwb




£ “To-the prisow - 1 hd}!'_n&/&m”

i And like o shoal of fishy
3 . the whole crowd turned, = :
LavatMPaLaquuwrato-em(wm E

o . " - thuy they owrrw/d/ow

- to-the prisow - to rigow.

Here too ) pavsed =
l a l - 4 bt g 1‘
= " the prison was but il defended
'{ .4 - v scattert _ diery
",'-! who- soow fled,
but Lm

 the doorway seemed
.'|'I':H""l

g T v zmmw%
i a/wd/ywwfrowvwowg!r 7

fragmenty of dﬁoﬂivj
beuwg« Auttered i
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The owpﬁmuw of W%wm shor
they heard the heavy trﬂzmpm 0;

o,

« - 1
army vy Coi 4AA%7
¥ -.h y I.I
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Ay be




wnd/attheewrbu%tmnwwvw
. she went off
- found her own way.

she coue to- w great monrsh
- the pathway s scarce above |

tMLo\ixLofyMwwpoobywnd/waMexr .'
ek he/r@owownd/




, a to—ywlrd/ue/}w/r wear

e N
g«p(Wfrmﬂw
- nwited Iodw ©

supper way ovw the table,

a maw stood by the fire
iv garmenty of rough wool
his face turned from her,

émha/;)byttwo-gv:xubo)’y

: Lyo-wmwyfjowvavw.wwmb
a/wd/d,o-vvtgoamyﬁwﬁw i

MWWWW%M
-




WWW

and she fwroeb
to- conftre ﬂwm/ F-

She stayed that vwg«kt
another and another
- struck up w strange accord:
. with Ruamar
Bruntal's y wife.
Inw dayti
whew he was withv the sheep

Ioda wwtdwd/'ﬁ &pwvﬁw woolz
wanted to- help .







v,
Bl

r A Mrmh@d/ﬂwy ot * :" {

_ rpbwo@d/th@frug%t@ned/ ‘ ﬁh Zh %
il ] :

Woyyhuyyhould@ry
sand descended.
AyMowm,e/doww '
the lost steep slope S e “F—'
Iodw Stretched her hand - d

ay Uf to- steady hiw. .("",.,._-:
And whenw he r

for bveaking botrriers. . AT
After they-had drunk their fill e AR
of looking, v
Bruntal cleared hiy thwoat }-ﬁ"' '
sy of v strange impediment . 2
half-hindered him - -
and begaw to- speak. , T
He spoke of his shock - A “L.

-rof emptiness. 1'.}_ T
Thew finally meeting Rudg . o 4
- hig sense S =2?-£ﬂ-
of making the ot U
! of what life still coudd OO = & -t 1 4=ty
Ao and following BBy JEEr 2 gt i
ESY  Luck to-her own home yill@ge ee ™ -~ k
| where noy thep ey uaiimE v
Today theavs Sl VEN
took up hevauitedn -
-ypokeoftM’Longz ‘
passed

since they were [

ToRei C @ a
y@tkwp ‘fethh/v UL C i
-F;'VUM .:’;‘9!1'!,

e 4

(y%r—lﬁwy ?d-l—

tocrp '-ﬂ' ‘

wve/yvtothrp/w Br: * -
W the thing she stPeciibolihe. i
wwyth@quttoﬁmdxh&ﬂ




He stood there silent for some while, v
thew said : .

“I caw tell yow something of your father.”

— “Yow cawv ?
- how come ?”

“A few days after | TR
the rioty which yow spoke of -
I visited a local market toww =
to- sell some sheep.
A scattering of refugees
. were passing through,
=3 ‘ew-prisonery most of thew
- fleeing the soldiers.
. At a fair distance
= I saw yowr father
- could recognige him still
despite the years
- that tall
- that handsome figure.

“Yow're sure ?”

“Suwre asy I amv
of anything
ow this small world.”

“What did yow do- ?
- %x&wspmk/to-h{/wv 24

g
to- guoard my sheep.
‘ﬂ# boy refused. W

wpe/ttylrrulw
~r, wvtohwhmvd/ ¥

Wy and thew raw off.

But sadly ¥
o for too late >
0 -I cmybd/wotﬁ/mi/hm”

“Well then



Bruntal just stood there silent
his lorge dark eyes
fired rigidly uwpow her.

“I will come with yow.”

“No - no- -
how cow yow ?”

“I coonv

ond I will.”

; “That’s absurd.
Yowr wife...
Youwr childrew....”

“Nothing else mattery
p but only yow.
Yow do- not know
the craving I've beew feeling.
Ol yes - I’ve kept it quiet
L - kept up this mad pretence
that we were strangersy to- each other.
But just remember
all those long nighty
yow've lainw betweew my arms.
Yow were mine thew
and yow are wmine now
- I demoand what vy mine.”

“Ity impossible.
Yow are av mowrried mow,
aond I'mv v mowrried womaw.”

“And yow love your huwsband 27
“He iy v good maw,

he iy kind
and I respect him.”

“Is that enough ?”

“It ought to- be enough.
I do not deserve
his good opiniow
- I shouwld be grateful
that fortune hay sent him.”

123




truggled so- wildly
ew Bruntal'y strengihv

] 3 .
have ruined everything -
mind




“have I Wthuy ? -
fled like o thief in the
Iy & my fate 2 -

with stunted treey
and outerops of dark roe
. Some shepherds passe
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-
Then, for some while, ;
they sat in silence, : -
o-nlyﬂwrwvmorowked/a/bovo = -

- I know that I hwvamn@di”

“I amwv beyond,
the barrier ofdmzﬂv
and see these

:.wfwoalxwulytkmv e.”

“How can yow be so- calm
N -Zat
- I hawve muwrdered Zak.”









whilst tiny ligards ;t'f/rred/
in the cold dawrk rocks. .

So- vivid had been the dream
it seemed more real %"'
thaw this reality. =

AW day ay Iodow walked
she thought of Mwra’s words
- Likewise the next day. .
- and the next.
Eventually she resolved
she really would -
give up the boy .
- no- matter what the pain.
And/yt‘dlzw»ﬁvthwrwobve/
she saw
md/ay of scorching heat =
the mansiow's roofsy
ow the distant woods.

Iodo approached stealthily
> - Like o hunter
org&pquftowwy s quanrry,
-.-wo-f:by drivewavy
~ but by a long circwit
skirting round the gardens.

5

. -
.



aJ/LW resolves were ended

ﬂwwoulzd/notg/ww}umva

- no- - she wowld sooner die

thaw ever part witiv him.

4t‘ﬁMWMnothrwm

- -t way o dream :
and she a figure iwv av dreavnw

- why be bound

" by idle promises
wmdeto—the m/e/re/ytphamto-vg‘/y ?

A
,1' *

- h_ k.
Slwytayed/byﬂwbwylw/y"'
- watched him dry Wimself
\ put his clothes on.

J_. () ﬁ@vdmd/ﬂwcpmout,
 and at the sight
© Sew rawvtowwrd/y




of being pleased to-see her.
Ay for Iodw
she felt o minture
ofpaa’/vva/nd/plea/ywro:
-~ pain
at the thought '
that she returned alone
- her quest for her father
sCW frustrated ;
pleasure
wmnlyatbewmg/bwokwﬁwjm

.
Thew - followir '
- life seemed to- sink
ba/ok/vntowythﬂ/yrhy
- withv scorce o b
to- break ity se. .
World travelled: round Van-ra
- the seasonsy came and we
larks sang
in the springtime sky
butterfliey visited
~_ theflowers of swwmer ;
. stags roored
._ﬁfwd/uxykMLd/thdmuw
thva 5 ,;,1;-.
“and the great fl -

of migrant _r't -~

y fled to their




Mymﬂwvw%onwmﬂww%g
and knew full welll
thix was no- childishv whimw
which filled their hearts.
But Iodw felt deep trouble
( or way it pleaswre 2 )
ay through long sleepless wighty J
Mwowl,d/mdwbge _ o sa* il
Iﬁ'urowg«hzthowrmntwwmwty f .
MW@MVWVWMM =
- and adgo- ',L
ﬁmwlrl@md/tuwwyoflowg«ago
whe/wﬂve/y’d/ wygoyed/thmr meng/

J
" tnwolved some state ofW '
where all her hopes were gramted :
f  she would be somewhere
-ﬁp wnywlwmf)

wytww}ySw
lrutm

- Ve-me a/ywexqu,

father was restoved to

was blessing her
irvv all her happivess.

O ccasionally
- and half-dreams became full. 4
Thew she wouwld wake -
with Dedo- at her side,
v well-worw quarrel withv herse ’ -y
' argue that she rest herself content
with what she had. A

at last



The boysy were grownw
- groww to- ma
yet envmity remaine
- but since they went |
a/Vbd/Wld/O'W!/ L ny =
Mbuk@\vvaddo-wv vourrelled. *‘iﬂ'

It way one WM o i
- o time #WMM&‘




his features by the climbing moony
- hatred was there
printed ow every line
- hatred and enwy
madice aond foul intent
- stamped, o hiy brow

What did it mean ?
not break the code,

nov disentangle
what comedy
L .""-'-
T, SR o
- T P
5y i
- TR
136 = ; Foior
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. of crowds of people,
¥ and yow yourself g K=
T seew quite content e T ot -7
- with this secluded living.” s A /e v
g 2

-
“It iy my wish.™

“Well thew - 'L not oppose yow.
It just seems
so- oddr v thing to- ask.
What iy your motive ? -
© yow have o motive
of that I am quite sure.”

“I want yow to- meeft....”.

“To- meeft....to- meet who- ?”



‘N I‘dwipmkxto Dedo.”

p tHe kissed her
. tenderly mewa/te/b/
"'_‘ ﬁwmbuanﬂ:}wyway




[F "'ll:[..

Dedo agreed
and things were set inv motiow.
. Soquietly had they lived
o 2 that this activity
ﬁ " seemed like o coming storm
ow the still waters

of an wnwruffled lake.
Food way prwpowezd/ X

“'.Ii. " J

i S

*-l‘? About thiy time "l:
after o long hot day
ifcmlozoda/wmedmff |
) (i preferring best
B & a A ' her solitary state.
e - She walked and w
" . and asy the dark crept
olqwto-wwua,g/e/whmm 7
Tke/b-ug/moowu;/v- ro
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T’h@‘ owd/amwvlrbod/ﬁ

- talked and joked.

A boy dzre/ywd/a/ya/fow
chased little rabbit girly
arouwnd the sofa.

And thus the momenty passed
till it wasy time to- eat.

Tables were decked
wuﬂvfrwut and, autuwnmw leaves,
o massive fire

- tw were cleared
1** Mufi:'lm acked for out of sight
-' all way set for dancing.
: rl-""" "he musicians
o 1'€Mbowg«wbwokzg«rownd/
- struck up tunes,
dance followed dance
till well past midmight,
thewwwytofﬁw/g«umy}efw
- - whilst those who- Ui
grouped themselves round
: st burning 3
warw iw the ample grate.

-

Sev passed Iodw irn the passage
He grablbed her arms
and whispered ivw her ear :

“Before the evening’s crwt
I’'W show yow i
most beautiful girl yow ever

. . v bfy i”, she rezpbu;,d/,
forcing a laugh,

but could not under st

why a strange gripping
‘IU.'- .



umtul/thae/mom@ntofrztww»g/
EL > Ab&uttmofﬂwwvwwwﬂwe/
! . Emiy - with knightly sword,

" the snake-like creature,

 Sev and Dedo,

hes’ some servanty ik
. and a few more guesty
 notyet gone '
y ARTL ~a/owrwwy
ol 3

]

Owofﬂwwrvmvtg«r "'- '
who- was dressed asy o monkey
stoarted to tell w tale

8 L wmmmmw

P The compary half-listened
half-doged

ay they looked into- the firelight.

Oy Emiy
seemed to- pay much attentiow,
and whew it way over
he sprang to- his feet :

1 o
“Right - yow hawve heard Elw
dressed ay o girl-
tell the story of o knight.
Now yow shall h
dressed asy o




She way so- beautiful
all the masculine monkeyy
wsted after her.
- One vile and ancient male
persisted with his lechery.
She refused him,
Mwould/ bvook mh/alt
, -{ mrmmm

&y

&3 dp—noth]oe/thuyﬂ'wy -
- Iodw muttered.

"‘Mothe/r let be”,
~ put in Sew,
. wkatowwboﬂwhwrwv

b a/tal/e/ about monkeys ?”

“Ifwwﬁweuywytwug/
A at the end of this tale.”
“Nonsense,” said Dedo; 4
; —"‘%Ewwytebbha’/yyto-ry”.

s
R °“L proceed .
ite these interruptions.

ey Whew the girl-monkey

o, recovered from her raNWl

Y she fled owdy. - S

I " - half-demented.
. After much wandering

she joined anot oob, .

and noticed thew

a beautiful

( almost o

' owud/

F
¥ -
.i._'[_.. ’




et = -~

AMWWMWWW

£ 0 - o Little scheme >
' MWOMW%WW
4 - put her their ; :
SNy The scheme misfired
et - she way interrupted
Jwst ay she swapped.
the ugly girl g
“for the beautiful boy.
. _ﬂ And’g::ufwwofh
taking the two-boys with her...”

-l

SV al . “Thiz iz @ curious tale”,
e e L put in Sew.
-
: Y "y"l “Cori ndesds
=3 y . . muttered Dedo-

) -
“Pe/rjﬂ;yyow would like me thew
to take off the story’s mask, "
' totebbbtytrw%«ht e
as it was told to- me
by avjuggler of tales e
( as well ay of other things )







e T

'#!'B‘I wwvyaywvgzwmmyﬂwwgy

Amongst the rest -
ﬂm/tww muwm,oﬁwamd/yo%é wife

- 97 Ml

R ’Bthod,a/betwwrvm-lr’

shouted still louder :

“It Us true.
h* OW - by the Gods

ity true .

e not finished”,
the nawrrator growled umpaf’uewtbl
“Now” turned to- the snake- g/urlx
g\@ “take offyo-wr mask’”. w



- -ﬂ\@/ merely looked and wondered,
whilst Emisy strode towardsy Sev
ond tore off his mask.

“There we are ‘brother’ Sev
- look ow Peswri
youwr twiw sister.”

But Sev sprang forwards
gralbbed Pesuri inw his arms.

“I care not who she is
or what she iy
- she iy the girl I love
and none shall part ws.”

. And at these wordy
- intensest anger
- showed on the face of Emis.
He drew hiy “wooden” sword,
but in the firelight
it gleamed the gleaw of steel.
Before anyone could guess
he flung the girl aside
sprung towards Sev
and thrust i throughv.
¥ Blood splattered out
: - o masks - onw costumes.
Everyone screamed
except Iodw
who- silently
Aled fromwv the roowm
- rwyhed/frmtkekmwe/
outﬂwoug%ﬂwgmd/wv
Anything to- be away E
frmﬂuatvbbe/hxszﬁdpraw. :




. £ & o sl i, -
5 v WOy | ! A

| Scene twenty nine

-

~ Iodw fled
- no- time to- think
all else way smothered
v that one urge
- to- get awayy.

Right throughv the night
she walked and ravw
scowrce stobping to- draw breath.
Yet her actions
were not absolutely wayward
some sense way guiding her
some instinct
shaped her steps
her progress and her thoughts.

A few days later
she reached o tinyy hamilet
beyond which
over o shallow valley
lay wide and graysy hills.
She lingered here av while
living off charity.

The three moony climbed the sky
and waxed and waned,
and still she stayed

\ - looked at her past life
- weighed what things she wanted
- rested from the shock.

A One day out walking
b she found a deserted cottage
R 4 there onw a slope
olowtoﬂwg/rmfsykmbw
She looked around -
and felt o sevvse
ﬁvwwwywwmmho-ww




- wvtowfold/ :
24 a/ytr@tdvof-hvuxsm R“

wnd/ytywﬂ'wﬂvwd/ow of o rock
WMZ’WMM{LPW




Th/e/fweyhgﬂggbd/kf_t_'wvﬂwg/rwte
WMBWW.‘LOW,
she threw on some logs
wn/d/l,e/tﬂw/ﬂa/m@y

And when waxy warm

- yes - yow are lovely still”,

and he stretched Wiy Mvﬁdrﬂ
tm&ly towwrd/y her













she glovied W_..;g Vs pastingopp iness
B - scarcet ngrof povst .ot
@%rm,g/hf . ':“'
what wastedgitiere b@/m«EIm
Oml&mgza/ndd/axrkwwwg/aﬁe/rmvp
Iodww@wtowtwawﬂd;_ezrungzalcrm
through fielBlsgameghw oody. n..,..
Evo/vvt}galxby '
yh@owm&towwmvmw
Ao s TF o BN ECLAY;
clinilBRe) it
i ifromGit sesaimit 4
looked upov. G iew.
S oo Tog
_}wﬂt@g/rw/téuty Zac-w-lot
“; ysbelsrted it )
e ?i#’" Wkoritse
i oF PO

e



as she stood by thwe/ wVﬁ'v’Brut/nta/l/
she told hiwmv of her f?/elxung/y..ﬂ

-"" : gl ¥ J/
| “Your father i
“Punderstand the feeling,

- this quest, ﬁ' .
r";fOV thal/wme/ﬂwmg/uw natus

-




Iﬂwwk/utwouldxbebettw
lytcrl/we/crwr lqve/y -




Evew at av distance v pi-
k/vww that small dork creature ! 'L: .;‘.
“Vw-m/e/ she called, “Ve-me J ;-
e amd/thwy raw towards each oﬁuw ‘1{‘? ' 'lu.

embraced oty S

and kissed o thouwsand times. o »
They stood there holding hands ¥ :

- scorce speaking, . '

. as Unra ( the biggest moow )
rose slowly through the empty trees.
AT last Iodw spoke
- poured out all the turbulent happenings
since last they mef.
Thew she looked at Ve-me

“Yow are still alone ?”
she asked.

“I wil alwavy s be alone
- wnless - wnless...”

“Unless what ?”

t".r. «um
I amv wnited with my people.”

“They say they live
ow aw island
in the midst of Oparar
- the mighty lake.”

“I too have heard that legend.”

“Yow think it iy only o legend
- but I have heard it
several times

fromv different people.”

“It may be true
. my peoble will receive me ? -

Al I - who hawve been
St so- long away s
- all that vast time has passed

1 “RES since I communed

‘ with one of my oww kind

I

v
L] ¥ .



= - never think of thiy before ?
g My father
1  he loved your people
’ - unharmed - at peace.

St - mW—mmﬁw
{ e - woulds she were with me now
P~ to- comfort me

ot - to- guwide me.”

- “I will go- withv yow.”

“How caw yow ? -

| yow hawe ties close by.
el No - if I ever go-

o Al I will go- alone,
e . besides

;. -’ yow still search for your father.”
1 For some while

' _‘;:r' e T Iodw just stood thinking,

thew she struck her hand

against her forehead :
“Why did I never

That being so-

- maybe he dwelly amongst themw

PN there onw the island.”
S g .
r JI-! WWW
It s @ marvellouy thought.
: T How strange
ity takenw all thiy while

to- come to- me.
I know - I know

that’s how we'll go-

- Bruntal and yow and me.”

“If that’s your wishv
mb@ w!’

“Yow seemv alarmed.”




- wmwm;
P

T’%k/mbd/mwwre/ 'f
— and thew Ioda took her leane
Ay she returned:







@d/ud/wym{: 4.

excepthe wld/ A
buthals .
foving so wyte/wamw t
hig a/lra/n/don,@d/ family:
AWl Chins
e _— Ladtsh, owe afternoon
\ 0 faxro/we/bl/ to"anwyone

"ty W bwryofpuwk/uﬂvdnud/
e - Novered aboye
Vow-rav-mor’y setting.

‘ rwwtaxl/’y ?wvnd/ -4 .
She forthwtypot-.* 5.
where she: WMV S o .
quvd tHee, sure o -
stk ongAlbretweerv the, t‘re/%/
-eq(zuowy cresture oa/m

. ute/th@l/ang/delﬂvy
RN ed unsurprised
mmw the davy
pu of their a/ppeowung/
Mm/atth@m/
Grgded Shen -
Le/d/th@wvt. g o
Mrathwt B vz
dwld/ype/ R
B Ao WLM -1.'.
1 e to- be Wp oy her quest -
Py she hadsiakted long dgo- 4







Scene thirty two-

They reached the port at dusk
went to- the fishing area
! where ow the Uifting waves
- o the dark boaty boblbed
j  inw the light of the smallest moow.
Around the shore .
- fishermen ol/ea/med/ﬂlevr_' nefty, ¥ '
lovers walked by, - i |
ond from the tawverw doory

and the smell -
of strange deliciows food. -

e -
TM ti Wy = - . - L_
‘entered erw * a3
ordered

( for Bruntal had cashy
made from the sl of : 3
- and as they ate :
Wm,ywppwedx =
ed o small square stage -
. their voices
ling against a background
ﬂ‘.’.@w—ftwa/wg«’m,gzytr&ng@ a

f
L]




- stirred in Ioda's braviw.
) She leapt up
ravw towards the girl.

i “Sister - sister
. - oawe yow not Urav
my oww true sister ?”

The other glanced up
s if she thought her mad,
i thew recogwnitiow
-g came to- her also-

E “Smw
3 1 l 1 F WW. »

exxpwmpwh@x ;
ANG utapileazrad/ &
haouc ;'\-:?}’ . . :C';‘I/aﬁ_
o o, danggng

nev a0




“Spemtlotyofuta/ywdl/
‘But I hawe o house ~
down by the fishing quay .
- come to it now
-‘come - be my guesty. BT
] 5

They found her houwse
comfortalle - cleaw
close by the little boaty

i Thegambwwyywptwwb
how could their father lre/t
e ow the island
whqwly Heraloty for oo-m/pow\y 2.

; Abbﬁvwwa/ybwuked/
with her attitude to- Ve-




_ SMmlong@rtMung
sy an

1 =
1 she could erse with her.
l-,r-, . ftelped by this understanding
‘,,"" -. . Ura grew fascinated """',
A A \fwthﬁwu,g«hty of the island '
: . - what way it like ? -
< 'W werethe Heraloty like
. seenasagroup ? -
= how wowld they behave ?
~ And yo- eventually

-I"'ura/to-bd/h@r:sa’/y}'w
uﬂ;\b&amfwwmw v her plans
g go-to the
"Mwhatobueyuthebd/
But still she did not think
they wowld find their father.

0 The next problem

" was to- find avfisherman
who- would take thew there.
leyproved/



- 5 it T J-r !

IV, A S
were bright in the cold grey sky ' ‘.Eﬂh _

‘éi as they walked towards the boat. "'""—'E:’é .

= | “This going too- ?” y: S
s = - the fishermanw nodded towards Ve-me. L WL

“She iy our friend.”

“Al - well
: - so-be it.”
,f. The slight wind stirred the saily ;
3 the seaport
£ & [ ( where suspiciows eyes
P a1 sl lay iw sleep )
g - receded ;
: and they were off
3 e e T over flat watery
g : where the waves scarce heaved.

Three days they sailed
acrossy that lake
- which almost was av seov.
= Little they saw
e till onw the fourtiv
tall misting peaks
came into- view
- jagged and strange,
with sweeping slopes
covered i lush greew trees.

Two dayy or so
they sailed along the rocky coast,
and thevw weighed anchor
inv v sandy bavy
- wide and expansive.
AW that they did was look
and yet they saw
but little signs of life :
white sea-mews screamed,
= and covmoranty dived fromw rocks
— _ ot fish which glinted in the shimmering waves.




and likewise ay they watched
- there was no stir
~ no- rustle,
not so- muctv as o glimp ses
of any creature
wandering through the trees.

Buta/ydayfambod/

and another
- bright flaming torches
coarried by shadowy creaturey
they could scarce make ouft.

The five inw the boat i

stood watching, ¢

1 , Ve-me albove all {
strained through the dusk -
 with eyes of wonderment : \
f‘_!,l.’-gwhatdwd/utm/ea/w?— {
_1’: what way it all about ?

At first f

they saw Llittle more, = j
f

i

- buk ay their eyes grew accwstomed to- the dark e |
the shadowy forms which bore them 4 F

became clearer bt f
- and i€ wasn't just the torch-bearers, L T &
for creaturesy in their hundreds B
were assembling.

Yey - they were the Heraloty s
- the squat dark forms . - & o
were kindred souls to- Ve-me, Py -
and all were joined =
iv some fantastic dance. gL
Yet they saw other beings too :
- animedy
so-me familior

- some quile strange : B

antelopes, rhinos, pigs and hippos, -
| monkeys and lions, leopardy and giraffes,
f’wndxtho:@towhwhﬂw/y cowbdxwtpwtwmmp

: - horned - antlered /
with armour-plated sides ? '
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“And soundy come to- themw
over the still sEL lake
'brw/y g/rumhty ad screams,
articulate

no- creature bowed before the p
but all streiched out towards
- o hand - o paw
. ws iof in blessing, -
ompanying the gesture with a
- v weird wnworldly huwmwin

o We/ll/b@fqr@ daww

rﬁuabyl wuded/ $




"

| L T
5 bt
T;W/yoa/rrued/o-vv .
© and opped anchor .
by wlong and flat peninsulowr - i
: covered in meagre grasy s
i Y N ichv further ow gave way

A ’ to- sorwb: and.dwarfist bushes,



SEL i thinking
go to- myy, people.”
R € safe ?
B sty with us

s content 2”

“No-
I cov never be content
E'not wow L have seenn then
AW my Lifed have wond@re/d/_r
of thisy time Wowld ever: wmr#-

h.-r - "’"'1- Now it is come £
‘if - I muwstihot let it "
By il P“’? -

' “P@Vhwpy the/y Wik ki ‘gw;’ i

yt'wy wwhwyovwnwve/nwg/k/t
S - think .ofeit
2ill- dreav of it.
J }'_‘.;'Awd/izfaztdaww
LWl feelyyow must go-
. well’ - gosthen,
the Gods will blesy yod







=
k

Scene thirty three

Iodw rallied
came back ay from a trance
- turned to- the othery
- looked at them.
Without one word being spokenw
it wasy as if
aw order had beew givew.
- only the slightest wind
billowed the carnwas,
- the island grew more dim,
wnilith it sank
over the curved hovrigow.

Little way said that day,
each of the fouwr
their own thoughty
and kept them to- themselves.
Whew night closed inv
Iodw laid herself
doww irn the boat
and drowsed
and thew it seemed
she rowsed herself
and saw by the light
of the two- minor wmoony
another island
- v small small island
move thaw a group offlattwm@d/rookxy
and ow this isle
a light was burning.




The boat weighed anchor,
Ioda waded ashore,
walked over slithery rocks
to- where the light was burnwing .

- a fire
made up of bity of driftwood,
and by ity side

she knew who- she would find

- Muwrav - of course

- the ancient womaw,
her keew old eyes
watching the firelight.

“Well
yow howe come to- see me
one more time.”

Mwrov lifted her eyes
- looked at Iodwo.

as I yee yow there
I donw't know what to say.”

“What thoughisy are these ? -
yow cowv telll me anything.”

Iodw stood there silent
seemingly for ages,
the only sound
was made by the wavelets
lapping small dark rocks,
and certain curiowsy breathings
deep in the ground
- ay if yome creatures
sheltered there.

At last Todw spoke :

“So- many things
come back to- mind
- things from past years
- things I regret.”

=79

o g



I Mnn’byetoutto—lre/wbﬁ/ﬂv
The motivesy whichv T had
whew I waugyc

i







Scene thirty four |1

Ioda waded to-the boat
e S8 lay doww
wnzd/ybwptwgwuw
= When she came to-
Vaw-ra-mar was shining brighitly.
She looked arownd
expecting to- see the rocky isle
but it wasy nowhere
- the meeting with Murav
- way it another dream ?

; ke
- Two days -
a/nd/ﬁwwﬁwwaportowmuwvm.
What thew ?
Iodw carried ow her quest
randomly
asked passersy by
if they had seew her father
: hopeless
yet she persisted,
and thuy the days went by
: witless toil.

- Omwf?@r;oowofwwrmﬂv "Er
W, ~ sheloitered by the harbowr wall:

Awwged/ﬁ/yhermwwytood/ nearby

uﬁwzjmmy '

- : ¥ ylw/want acrosy and sp
! L i - Mﬁ#&t
' L about indifferent

— thewwﬁ\br
- thmﬁwytataofWW
Atl/wyts}wa/yked')- "

ot R A

-.--: “W;\,y .‘H
I went ﬂwzre/ )

{me/ years
| : l ?JJ




o o s o

“No- - not alone,
a maw way with me.
He wanted to- see the place
- view WOOW\try

Wﬂwmy v

(KWW% Of maovv ?n

» ol T "5 B
i3 g not AL o iz
i ' 1 "fa/u/.-yt'rW |
e ﬂj - handsome in his way &
| - w sort of fuce |
W,i b
thl’/b’ fo-rg,o.ttm.»
\ "A;‘!i’wwd/od/yowd,o >
A once yow were at the Island ?”
o

“W;‘O' - not yo- much.
We/jm,yaﬂ,ed/rm -
- watched from afar
those curiouws creatures
o M‘frmwr.t l
- all that kind of thing,
il MWWMM”

“What thew ?”
“We just retuwrned.”

“And this tall man
¥ E WWWMMW?”

SE. J
“He never gove his name. . II :
Theliligs something strange
- v mystery about the fellow.”

“Is he around here st ? -
wmmw ?»

“A‘ft@t’ WWW
he went off ow his wanderi
- gl W ing

: : - see.”
i 1 '1}

. - ¥ 183
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ai I _f‘_- |
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when the meal was over
did she make o move.
And thew N
without o word
she took chand, of Urd’ sy
3 o-wg; runtal s
ressed close together.
3oth r ned.

‘Stop pretending
- yawbovowdvoﬂm
why M-t'qvok/vwwbed/g»e 7




P“" iﬁ)"ty b—rea/yty and hips
e yagging
- no longer the tender firmmess

ﬁ thwonwhwd/




i ;
g o
o DA A
- L -
o -""_| -
i # .

A . “Oh no-
I must be quite alone.

Yow will not misy me
for yow'W find all your pleasure
inw each other.”

Iodw smiled
but with a look
ng how things were
- a feeling

¥
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.
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.!.f A ﬁu’/r't‘y y@:f{?‘{ﬁf i ; A
" L : i 0
I AT
» Shortly afterwards
Ioda wandered off o .
not bothering with farewells.

She merely gathered up
o few warmw clothes
w little food
and Left.

She scarce had reached
beyond the city walls
before Vanw-ra-mar
sank beyond the lake.
She went a little further
aided by Uw-ra’y Light
- till, at the edge of open country,
| she lavid herself to- rest.

-k
o
af P
¥
_.

It took three days
to- crosy the rolling footi L2 A T _-,-1--’.:_,;-
and thew at nightfall Vol SRR o el
" she reached the orest " A o
of the third and highest ridge: o R WL s
= Beyond O Tl
’ lay one more dip, o R T AT
and thew the mountains P A ity
- those snowy peaks o PR
never before seen close. ' et I .
Iodw sat down mesmerized, 5 s

the heighty above ‘
frightened, and yet inspired her.
She let her eyes
follow the lower slopes,
and yey %
there was the hut -
| home of the holy man. S gl 3 \
- Shouwld shve go-ow ? - __,...r,"'
3 reaciv it perhapys o
_beneath the stary of midnight. i s
AT But no- 37 :
: f-.._:*lr-"*— she was too- tired,
i tomorrow
W yes - tomorrow she wouwld reactv k.

189



1 4P e

could
T,
d/_;cmtw): f-

IIII!‘...-i_--“:l;r.-— §
. E b,
“'.
- was w
ybalr
L ot
ro-







Scene thirty eight

Iodw looked acrossy -
, at the hut of the holy maw.
s - way this the day
g . after all those weary yeary
they'd be united ?
Could it be ? -
way it possible ?

She started walking
doww slopes that were strewn with boulders,
e whilst high above
4 a large and curiows bind
4 hovered ow black black wings.
But Ioda e
L - buoyed up with hope R
e noticed other things : '
' = the tiny cobper-colowred butterflies § 5
4 fluttering through the heather ; 1
ﬂb@d/l"a’g'o‘ym T I
which come and went e . 7Y
ow fine travvslucent wingsy ; N f ;
the little moths ¥
that lingered by the harelells. s

Eventually
she reached the hut, gl

no--one was arouwnd,
there was oy av gardenw
where, despite the height,
some stunted thorw-trees grew
their branches decked
withv scarlet berries.

She knocked.

The door swung obew A et
, with such abruptness y - \

o Aw old mow stood before her L g &'m—
5 k,i/y‘d/faw : ) I‘I:, r ,I‘." |
e ey v RSk

- a long, but not wnwruly beard. i E |

sl 192 o
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: o ok T-le *'#-
_.l'f - ?"f.'- f |
e J_ ~ e He smiled
) held, out his hands
| took bothv of hery :

“So- - yow hawe come at last.”

“Thew yow expected me ?”

5

“Yes - I expected yow : A
- - tall, and with auwbuwrnw hair, .
o why yes
e I’ve pictured yow
s0- mowvy times.
But yow are tired
- it doww
just rest o little.”

A up till that moment

T i Loda had not senseds
S AR k4 how tired she was.
Y Loy She sank in o chaiv
f L d - glanced round.

'ﬂk The hut was small
it held no- other person . J
simply that holy man. v

“My father ?”
«Y()‘Wfaﬂw bywo-tfa,r M’ay.n

He gave her a look
as if to- imply

she should not question further. -
And she sank downw - &
and closed her eyes. TR 8
2 Over her mind = & L
there came o sense of peace

it all apprehension gone.

-
- yﬁr"t I"d’“""%t@d/fv‘f some while
ﬂWYVWgOpr
- the hermit likewise rose,
£ opened the door
" and taking her by the hand
led her along a grassy track.




After o bit
they came to- o Little mound
grown over
with grasses and wd/d/ﬂowery
Without o wovd
the holy mawnw
pointed towards the mound.
ILodw guessed hiy meaning
- her quest was ended,
here at lost - her father
- his last
- his final home.

She did not weep
instead she touched the ground
- how dry and soft it felt !
They both sat doww.

Iodo
with o seeming interest
looked at the bees
bending the honeyed flowers.
Tl f And somehow it way ay Uf
S P ATT, all her long Life
Bt A she’d knoww it would be thus
.*.'}" TGt - the holy maw
] ; he was expecting her,
"'?‘ 2. | and she too- in her way
X e o/ e expecting himw.

AT last Iodw spoke :
“How did he/ die ?”

- “He dzued/
s m/wvwowbﬂzwuyh




towards the hut.

fﬂnﬁm 3 m W | . 5
| ”?.}” m S m - Wy MW m ,m
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Scene thirty nine

Iodw sat there for aw while
and thew got up.
She looked doww at the hut
thenw upwards
at the towering mountaiv peaks.
Something withivw her mind
- somelhing she couldnw't understand
wrged her to- go- beyond
- to- climlr av Little higher.

So- she set off
along the pathv
whichv wouwnd inw mighty sweeps
steeper and steeper.
Tiredness had left her
huwnger alone remained,
but thew she found
doww inw v hollow
a clump of purple mushwooms.
They seemed just like
those near the tiny cave moutiv
she’d found so- long ago-
- they’d done her good
and so- would these.
She gathered up o handful
- deliciowsy - quite delicious,
she gathered more and more
till she was satisfied,
and thew reswmed
the footpativ up the mountain.

At a highv point she pauwsed
looked out
to- where Vaw-ra-mowr
was near to- setting.
The scene wavy vast
- all of Oparar
lay serene below her,
the Island too-
- ity woodlands - rivers - mountainsg.
And for beyond she saw
( or thought she saw )
those warm lwshv hvilly
where she had sbent her childhood.
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And thew she noticed something else
- bird
a great metallic bivd
hovering above the Island.
She scarce had seew it
whew there came a flavsiv
- blue - blue - intensely blue
blinding iw ity intensity,
so- that she turned away
- sheltered behind o rock.

But the brillionce faded
quick as € had come,
soonw all was dimv againwv
with Vaw-ro-mow sinking.
Ioda turned to the mountwing
how white and tranquil were the peaks
- they called to her.

She followed the steep pathv
walking through semi-light
and semi- shade
stowly - so- slowly.

And thew she realigzed
she was not alone,

a hand way holding hers
upow the left,
she glanced acrosy
sow Ve-me walking there,
whilst on her right
her father way beside her,
and just iw front
the beautiful boy and girl
striding - hand inv hand.
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Iodwo was tired
and muwst lie down,
. she felt & hand
3 rest onw her shouwlder
- thew guide her to the earth,
she turned
- soow Mura there.

“Yow told me
I would see yow
one more time’”,

Iodw said.

Yet there was no- reply
- oy v curiowy souwnd
















